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Felicidades Boricuas 
AFP saluda a los Puertorriqueños 

 

Cada verano el desplegué de banderas y el sonido de la 

música: salsa, bomba, plena y reggaetón, se escuchan 

entre la multitud Borinqueña.  Con todo este folclor los 

Puertorriqueños celebran su cultura atreves de los 

EEUU.  En la cuidad de nueva york los Boricuas 

celebran por la 5
nta

 avenida en Manhattan, la parada 

mas grande, la cual esta organizada por el National 

Puerto Rican Day Parade, Inc.  Esta organización, muy 

poca conocida, coordina los desfiles Puertorriqueños 

atreves del pais.
1
 

 

El desfile Puertorriqueño comenzó en 1952 celebrando 

los logros Boricuas en varios campos como por 

ejemplo: 
 

■  el boxeo:  Wilfredo Gómez 

■  la educación:  Eugenio María de Hostos  

■  los derechos:  Clemente Ruiz Nazario 

■  la fuerzas armadas: Cap. Dr. Edwin Muñiz 

(fuerza airaría EEUU) y el Teniente Francisco 

Gonzalo Marin 

■  la marioneta:  Antulio Kobbo Santarrosa 

■  la medicina: Dra. Antonia Novell y el 

Dr. Gerónimo Lluberas 

Tenants Protection Act 
AFP supports Local Law 7 

 

Mayor Bloomberg signed into effect Local Law 7 in 

March 2008.  This law protects low-rent tenants from 

landlord harassment.  Harassment is defined as actions 

by a landlord or managing agent that causes or is 

intended to cause the tenant to forfeit his/her right to 

the rented apartment.  These actions include: 
 

 Baseless legal actions 

 Lack of repairs or essential services 

 Verbal or physical threat 

 Removing the tenant’s possession without 

legal right 

 Removing or making entrance doors 

inoperable 
 

Under Local Law 7 only cases that meet these 

definitions are considered harassment.  Tenants who 

are in legal proceedings for non-payment or holdover 

may not utilize harassment as a defense.  A tenant may 

utilize this law as defense if the tenant proves that the 

legal proceeding against him/her has no merit.  Only 

then is a tenant able to use harassment as a defense. 
 

Local Law 7 does not apply to one and two family 

homes.  

The Ogden Bus Route 
Plimpton Homeowners seek to alter the bus route 

 

On May 24, 2008 the Plimpton Avenue homeowners 

meet and discussed a letter from the Community Board 

Four, which stated that 
 

“on [the] 22 April 2008 … the Board voted, 

unanimously, to recommend that the MTA, act … 

to relocate the bus stop at the [corner 169
th
 Street 

and Ogden Ave.] to a different site on Ogden 

Avenue between W. 168
th
 and 169

th
 Streets and near 

the [c]hurch, United Reform Church.” 
 

Homeowners indicated that they were glad that part of 

their petition was recommended to the MTA but, were 

not relenting on their complete petition: to alter the 

Reminders: 
June 15 – Father’s Day 

July 4 – Independence Day 
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  ■  la política:  Luis Muñoz 

  ■  la pelota:  Luis Rodriguez 

Olmo y Roberto Clemente 

  ■  negocios:  Ángel Ramos 
 

Los Boricuas han tenido 

también grandes bochornos y 

desafíos dentro y fuera de la 

isla del encanto.   

Recientemente muchos han 

denominado la isla como la isla del espanto.  Esto es 

debido a la alta taza de desempleo, crimine y pobreza 

en la cual los Boricuas se encuentran.  La economía 

Puertorriqueña se ha entrado como su policía.  El país 

no se decide por completo entre entrar a la unión 

estadounidense o ser independiente pero asociado a los 

EEUU. 
 

También, los Puertorriqueños se encuentran en una 

encrucijada cultural.  Entre el castellano y la herencia 

patrimonial y la cultura anglosajona.  Esto es tan claro 

como la luz del sol: la evidencia se encuentra en las 

expresiones idiosincráticas, el arte, la educación, la 

expresión de fe, y otros aspectos culturales.  A pesar 

de todo los Boricuas han demostrado ser un pueblo 

luchador y sobresaliente.  
 

Un resumen Historio Breve
3 

■  En 1868 los Puertorriqueños organizaron un 

gobierno autónomo conocido como el Grito de Lares, 

lo cual fue contrarrestado por España 

■  En 1898 Puerto Rico entro como posesión de 

los EEUU después de la Guerra Hispano-EEUU 

■  En 1917 los EEUU les otorgo la ciudadanía a los 

Boricuas en el mismo año en que los EEUU, entra a la 

primera guerra mundial y conscripta a los Boricuas a 

las fuerzas armadas 

■  En 1952 la constitución del pueblo fue aprobada 

desarrollando el estatus del estado libre asociado 

■  En la década de los 50’s un gran numero de 

Puertorriqueños emigran asía la cuidad de nueva york 

para mayor oportunidades económicas 

■  En el 2006 el departamento de estado de Puerto 

Rico otorga el primer certificado de ciudadanía 

Puertorriqueña 
_________________________ 

1.  nationalpuertoricandayparade.org/nation.html 

2.  welcome.topuertorico.org/reference/escudo.shtml 

3.  en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puerto_Rico#Commonwealth 
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Manhattan bound BX 11 and BX 13 bus route onto 

Ogden Avenue exclusively.  Said petition, if approved 

by the MTA, would need to include the NYC Dept. of 

Transportation and Dept. of Environmental Protection 

to device traffic configurations at Ogden Avenue and 

Edward L. Grant Highway. 
 

Participants voiced their concern with the unsettlement 

of their homes on Plimpton Avenue.  The homeowners 

stated that a comprehensive study would be needed to 

determine the cause.  Many participants noted that the 

unsettlement may be due to the powerful vibrations 

the passing buses produce.  

Tired of Waiting! 
AFP empowers you to make a real change 

 

Does your MTA bus or train seem to crawl through 

every stop as if Hercules were pushing it?  Or is it 

always late?  Then call MTA and register your 

complaint.  If your complaint involves a bus call the 

MTA at 888-692-8287.  You will need to gather the 

following information before calling: 
 

1. The bus line (i.e. Bx1, Bx35, etc.) 

2. The route number 

3. The last stop the bus is heading toward 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

If your complaint involves a train call the MTA at 

718-330-3322.  You will need to gather the following 

information before calling: 
 

1. The train line 

(i.e. the D line) 

2. The station you got on 

3. The number on the first or last car 
 

The same information would be 

required if you wish to express your praise or gratitude 

for provided MTA service.  

 

Alliance For Progress Newsletter 
 
The Alliance For Progress Newsletter is published bi-
monthly except for August/September.  This newsletter 
highlights the achievements and contribution AFP is 
making on behalf of our neighborhood residents in and 

around the West Bronx. 
 
Copyright 2008 – All rights reserved. 

 
 

Bus Line 

Car # 

Route # 

http://www.nationalpuertoricandayparade.org/nation.html
http://www.welcome.topuertorico.org/reference/escudo.shtml
http://www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Puerto_Rico#Commonwealth
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Identity Theft 
Ways to protect your identity 

 

Identity theft is one of the fastest growing and 

virtually unnoticeable crimes today!  The use of your 

personal information without your consent to commit 

fraud or other crimes is identity theft.  According to 

the Federal Trade Commission
1
 (FTC) there are some 

ways you may be able to protect yourself: 

1. Shred financial documents with personal 

information before you discard them 

2. Protect your social security number!  Do not carry 

your social security card on you 

3. Do not give out personal information on the 

phone, through mail, or over the internet, unless 

you know who you are dealing with 

4. Never click on links sent in unsolicited e-mails 

5. Do not use an obvious password like your date of 

birth, your mother’s maiden name, or the last four 

digits of your social security number 

6. Keep your personal information in a secure place 

at home 
 

If you start receiving unexpected credit cards or 

unknown bills, telephone calls, letters concerning 

unknown purchases, your regular scheduled bills do 

not arrive or arrive late check your financial accounts 

for unauthorized charges you did not authorize.  In 

addition, you should check your credit report (see our 

April/May 2008 Issue). 
 

If you have lost or someone has stolen your credit 

card, your liability for unauthorized charges to your 

account is limited to $50; however if you report the 

loss or stolen card to your credit card company prior to 

it being fraudulently used, you can not be held 

responsible for any unauthorized charges.
2
  ATM/debit 

cards that are lost or stolen, should be reported to your 

financial institution, so that your liability for 

unauthorized charges is limited to $50 so long as you 

report the loss or stolen card of your card is within two 

business days; reporting your card lost or stolen within 

60 days increases your liability to $500.  However, if 

you fail to report your lost or stolen ATM/debit card 

within the 60 day period, your liability could be 

unlimited!
3 
 Once you report your ATM/debit card 

missing or stolen you can not be held responsible for 

any additional charges on your account. 
 

If you suspect that you are a victim of identify theft, 

defend yourself by placing a “fraud alert” on your 

credit report.  A fraud alert entitles you to a free copy 

of your credit report, which allows you to see the 

companies that have made inquiries about you which 

you have not contacted, accounts you did not open, 

and debts that you have not accumulated.  The three 

agencies have toll free numbers for placing an initial 

90 day fraud alert.  Calling one agency is sufficient: 
 

●   Equifax: 1-800-525-6285 

●   Experian: 1-888-397-3742 

●   TransUnion: 1-800-680-7289 

 

If after viewing your credit report you find tampered 

or fraudulent accounts close them!  File a police 

report, immediately this will help you with creditors 

who may want proof of your identity theft.  Lastly, file 

a report with the FTC online: www.ftc.gov/idtheft or 

call them at 1-877-438-4338. 
 

Protect your reputation!  Do not let carelessness make 

you a victim!  

___________________________________ 

1.  Avoid Id Theft Pamphlet: Federal Trade Commission 

2.  Tips for Protecting your Privacy: Don’t become a Victim 

of Id Theft: NYS Attorney General’s Office p .37 

3.  Ibid, p. 43 
 

 

 
 

Neighborhood Housing 
AFP takes a closer look at where you live 

 

                        For many renting has numerous 

                        advantages like free heat, cold & hot 

water, general repairs, stoves and refrigerators.  Some 

buildings might include amenities like a laundry room 

and an elevator.  But none of these things count when 

one lives in decrepit conditions like the tenants of 

1140-50 Anderson Avenue. 
 

These tenants live with unsecure 

entrance doors, cell like mailbox 

areas, poor lighting, unclean 

elevators, dirty steps and graffiti 

sprayed walls.  The NYC Dept of Housing 

Preservation and Development (HPD), has made 15 

emergency repairs
 
to this property, but there are still 

254 HPD and 20 NYC Dept. of Building violations.  

The state of this property conjures thoughts of the 

1970’s when our neighborhood was abandoned. 
 

As previously mentioned in this series, residents are 

encouraged to pay their rent and at the same time fight 

for their rights to a have decent place to live.  This can 

only happen if the landlord or the managing agent is 

held responsible.  Residents should also build a sense 

of community within their building.  There are many 

ways to foment change and AFP can help!  

Second in 
a series 

For information on Id Theft visit: 

▪ ftc.gov/bcp/edu/microsites/idtheft 
▪ usdoj.gov/criminal/fraud/websites/idtheft 
▪ privacyrights.org/identity 
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http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/microsites/idtheft
http://www.usdoj.gov/criminal/fraud/websites/idtheft
http://www.privacyrights.org/identity
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 SERVING THE WEST BRONX 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Alliance For Progress, Inc. 

1070 Ogden Avenue, Suite CS – 2 

Bronx, NY 10452 

Tel.: 718-992-6448 

Website: www.allianceprogress.org 

  

  

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED  

The Fresh Air Fund 
 

The Fresh Air Fund offers children ages 6 – 12 years old a free 

summer vacation!  Children visit rural and suburban areas in 

one of 13 states and Canada for up to 2 weeks or to one of The 

Fund’s 5 camps in upstate New York.  The Fund offers every 

child an opportunity to get out of the city and into a beautiful 

countryside where they will be able to swim, play outdoors and 

fish in fresh water streams and much more. 
 

For more information contact The Fresh Air Fund: 

www.freshair.org/download-an-application 

T.: 800-367-0003 or 212-897-8900 

Highbridge Community Life 
 

Highbridge Community Life’s summer camp runs from 

July 1 – Aug. 8 which is open to children between the ages 6 to 

14 years old.  The camp operates Monday thru Friday from 

8am – 6pm.  Children will be able to participate in various 

activities involving a multicultural theme.  The cost of the 

camp is $450.  Financial assistance may be available. 
 

For more information contact Highbridge Community Life: 

979 Ogden Avenue 

T.: 718-681-2222 

2008 Summer Camps 

YMCA @ Hostos Community College 
 

The YMCA conducts a summer camp from June 30 – Aug. 22 

for children between the ages of 6 to 14 years of age at Hostos 

Community College.  Camp sessions are 4 weeks long.  

Children will be able to participate in various activities: arts 

and crafts, sports, dance, swimming, and weekly trips.  The 

cost of the camp is $700 per session. 
 

For more information contact the YMCA: 

T.: 718-792-9736 

Campership Program 
 

The Campership Program of NYS Department of 

Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) is sponsoring a free 

camp week for kids between 12 – 17 years of age.  The camp 

offers fishing, canoeing swimming, archery, and much more. 
 

For more information contact the NYSDEC: 

Jessica Perez 

Campership Coordinator 

T.: 718-482-7387 


